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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This office action is in response to the remarks filed 3/12/2007. 



2. 



Claims 1-7 and 9-10 are pending. 



3. 



Claims 1-7 and 9-10 are rejected. 



4. 



The rejection mailed on 09/07/2006 is reproduced below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McConnell et. al (US Patent 6944150 B1). 

3. In regards to claim 1 , McConnell discloses a network inclusive of a mobile 
station, coupled via an air interface to a BTS and the BTS in turn coupled to a BSC (see 
figure 2). The network further comprises of a wireless access gateway (WAG), a PSTN 
and a packet network (see figure 2). The network disclosed by McConnell anticipates 
network architecture for providing a packet voice call over a packet-base network to a 
circuit network terminal supporting wireless communication over a circuit-based 
network. Furthermore, the BTS, the BSC and the WAG together anticipate a radio 
access network (RAN) for providing a call service to the circuit network terminal. 
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In further regards to claim 1 , the WAG may be arranged to communicate with a 
trunk gateway, which can covert between packet-based signals and baseband signals 
suitable for communication over circuit-switched PSTN (see figure 2, WAG 60, PSTN 66 
and trunk gateway 64, and column 8, lines 22-27). The WAG in this instance, 
anticipates a mediation gateway connected to the RAN via a predetermined signaling 
interface of the circuit-based network. Furthermore, McConnell also discloses that a 
switch that routes voice traffic may query a service control point or a subscriber home 
location register (HLR) for guidance in routing a voice call. A switch or gateway that 
routes data traffic may query a different control point - such as an authentication, 
authorization and accounting server to find basic service level criteria (see column 2, 
lines 27-37). Such functionally of the gateway (WAG) anticipates, performing location 
registration, authorization, and mobility management to provide a packet voice call 
service to the circuit network terminal. Furthermore, the WAG is coupled via signaling 
channel 68 to a session manager70, which in turn coupled via a signaling channel 72 to 
a service agent 74. The service agent may then be coupled via a signaling channel 76 
to a location server 78. These entities can respectively sit on one or more 
interconnected public or private packet-switched networks, so that communications with 
these entities may be transmitted as IP packets (see figure 2 and column 9, lines 59-67 
and column 10, lines 1-9). These entities connected to the WAG anticipate making the 
circuit network terminal recognized as a packet network terminal in the packet-based 
network by performing IP registration for the circuit network terminal. 
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In further regards to claim 1, the WAG may be arranged to communicate with a 
trunk gateway 64 which can covert between packet-based signals and baseband 
signals suitable for communication over circuit-switched PSTN (see figure 2, WAG 60, 
PSTN 66 and trunk gateway 64, and column 8, lines 22-27). The trunk gateway's 
function anticipate an access gateway connected to the mediation gateway via a 
predetermined signaling interface, for providing predetermined traffic interfacing upon 
request form the mediation gateway. And as mentioned above since the WAG is part of 
the RAN, the access is also connected to the RAN to transmit voice traffic from the 
circuit network terminal to a terminal of a called party via the packet-based network. 

In regards to claim 6, the trunk gateway can covert between packet-based 
signals and baseband signals suitable for communication over circuit-switched PSTN 
(see figure 2, WAG 60, PSTN 66 and trunk gateway 64, and column 8, lines 22-27). 
Therefore, the trunk gateway also anticipates, terminating a traffic packet form the 
packet-based network and interfacing the terminated traffic packet to the circuit network 
on a radio traffic channel. 

In regards to claim 7, the session manager 70, generally functions to set up and 
manage communication sessions over the packet network 62, for the WAG. Once the 
session is setup, the session manager may notify the mobile station 52, and 
communication may then commence via the WAG between the mobile station and a 
remote terminal over the Packet network. The session manager anticipates controlling 
a session connection for the packet voice call service of the circuit network terminal 
upon request from the mediation gateway. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McConnell et. al (US Patent 6944150 B1) in view of Brunner et. al (US Patent 
5771275). 

In regards to claim 2, McConnell teaches all the limitations of claim 1 as stated 
above. McConnell also teaches a mobile station or subscriber terminal may be 
programmed with an application to function as a SIP client (terminal that may 
communicate with a SIP server to establish a communication session). Both the WAG 
and the session manager may function as SIP proxy servers, why pass along session 
initiation requests to facilitate session set up (column 13, lines 17-30). The proxy server 
functionality of the WAG is obvious over a packet network supporter for converting the 
user profile, service profile and service quality class information received from the circuit 
network supporter to a signal for SIP registration, assignment, and call setup 
processing, and transmitting the converted signal to the packet-based network. 

McConnell fails to teach a circuit network supporter for receiving information 
about a user profile, service profile, and service quality class of the circuit network 
terminal from the RAN via the predetermined signaling interface. Brunner teaches the 
above-mentioned limitation. Brunner discloses a mobile switching center 14 connected 
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to a data base 22 comprising of a home location register (HLR) by means of signaling 
link 24 providing a known IS-41 type connection. The data base 22 stores information 
concerning the mobile stations 16 comprising location information and service 
information (see figure 1 and column 3, lines 38-43). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the database disclosed by Brunner with the mediation gateway disclosed by McConnell. 
The motivation comes from McConnell where it is stated; "a need exists for an improved 
arrangement for providing services to data sessions and for providing services integrally 
across assorted types of traffic such as voice and data" (see column 3, lines 19-22). 

In regards to claims 3 and 4, the HLR is connected to the MSC via IS-41 type 
connection and stores location information and service information of the mobile 
stations as stated above. Furthermore, the IS-41 type of connection can be an SS7 
type connection with the MSC. Therefore, Brunner teaches all the limitations of claims 
3 and 4 and therefore it would have been obvious to combine the HLR and SS7 type 
connections disclosed by Brunner with the mediation gateway taught by McConnell. 
The motivation used with regards to claim 2 is also applicable to claims 3 and 4. 

In regards to claim 5, McConnell discloses that the service agent, which is 
connected to the session manager, records an indication in the context record for the 
subscriber reflecting that the session has begun. The context record may be used for 
accounting purposes including post-processing billing (see column 20, lines 30-37). 
Furthermore, the PDSN can refer to the AAA server to verify that a given subscriber is 
authorized to communicate data over the packet network to obtain QOS parameters 
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(see column 7, lines 21-28). The AAA server and the service agent functions are 
obvious over the packet network supporting authorization and billing for the circuit 
network terminal over the packet based network. 

6. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Haskal (US Publication 2001/0036172 A1) in view of Chang et al (US Patent 7062265 
B1). 

7. In regards to claim 9, Haskal discloses in figure 3, architecture to place a 
wireless voice over IP call. The source transceiver/base station 120 forwards 
packetized voice data to a mobile switching office 124 (MTS01 24) (the base station 20 
reads on a radio access network). The MTSO 124, if the call is a long distance call, 
routes the voice data packet over an unchannelized T-1 line 145 (circuit-based network 
interface) to a source interface device 125 (mediation gateway) (see paragraphs 32 and 
33 on page 3). 

The source interface device 125 reformats the voice data packet into a format 
compatible with the communications protocol of the data network 138 (typically TCP/IP) 
and outputs the reformatted voice data packet to the source gateway 132 (access 
gateway) (transmitting IP protocol information generated for the circuit network terminal 
from the mediation gateway to an access gateway) (see paragraphs 33 and 34 on page 
3). 

. The source gateway 132 routes reformatted data over the data network 138 
(connecting the circuit network terminal to the packet-based network using the IP 
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protocol information and providing the packet voice call service to the circuit network 
terminal by the access gateway). 

In further regards, Haskal fails to teach a call origination request. Chang 
discloses in figure 3, step 6.0 a call-originating request from a wireless terminal 42 in 
figure 1 . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a call origination request feature taught by Chang in 
the VoIP system disclosed by Haskal. The motivation to do so would be to provide a 
channel setup feature before a call is actually placed. 

8. In regards to claim 10, figure 3 in Haskal illustrates a mobile terminal 1 16, a base 
station 120 and an MTSO 124 (paging the circuit network terminal through a RAN via a 
circuit based network interface by the mediation gateway). 

The source interface device 125 reformats the voice data packet into a format 
compatible with the communications protocol of the data network 138 (typically TCP/IP) 
and outputs the reformatted voice data packet to the source gateway 132 (access 
gateway) (transmitting IP protocol information generated for the circuit network terminal 
from the mediation gateway to an access gateway) (see paragraphs 33 and 34 on page 
3). 

The source gateway 132 routes reformatted data over the data network 138 
(connecting the circuit network terminal to the packet-based network using the IP 
protocol information and providing the packet voice call service to the circuit network 
terminal by the access gateway). 
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In further regards, Haskal fails to teach a call termination request placed to a 
mediation gateway by the packet-based network. Chang discloses in figure 3, step 60 a 
call termination request from a wireless terminal 42 in figure 1 . Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
a call termination request feature taught by Chang in the VoIP system disclosed by 
Haskal. The motivation to do so would be to provide a channel teardown feature before 
to terminate a session. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In regards to claim 1, the applicant argues that McConnell fails to anticipate in 
figure 2, the WAG 60 and trunk gateway 64 being connected via a predetermined 
signaling interface. The examiner, however respectfully disagrees. It is inherent over 
McConnell that the two distinct elements within a communication system 50 of figure 2 
are connected via a signaling interface since. Without a mutually intelligible signaling 
procedure, the WAG 60 and the trunk gateway 64, wouldn't be able to communicate 
with each other. 

In further regards to claim 1, the applicant argues that McConnell does not teach 
performing an IP registration for a circuit network terminal. However, the examiner 
respectfully disagrees. McConnell teaches that a switch or gateway, which routes data 
traffic may query a different control point - such as an authentication, authorization and 
accounting server to find basic service level criteria (see column 2, lines 27-37). Such 
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functionally of the gateway (WAG) anticipates, performing location registration, 
authorization, and mobility management to provide a packet voice call service to the 
circuit network terminal. Furthermore, the WAG is coupled via signaling channel 68 to a 
session manager70, which in turn coupled via a signaling channel 72 to a service agent 
74. The service agent may then be coupled via a signaling channel 76 to a location 
server 78. These entities can respectively sit on one or more interconnected public or 
private packet-switched networks, so that communications with these entities may be 
transmitted as IP packets (see figure 2 and column 9, lines 59-67 and column 10, lines 
1-9). These entities connected to the WAG anticipate making the circuit network 
terminal recognized as a packet network terminal in the packet-based network by 
performing IP registration for the circuit network terminal. 

In regards to claim 9, the applicant argues that Chang fails to teach a packet 
voice call origination request. However, clearly figure 3 step 60 is a call origination 
request. 

Conclusion 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jay P. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3086. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 am - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571) 272-3088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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